
A Piece of Bread     By Francois Coppee

Little Star Hr. Sec. School
 English        Class-12

Learning content material created by Miss Temsulemla, Subject Teacher,  LSHSS 
Lesson edited by Madam Christina Neikhrienuo, Principal, LSHSS 



● Francois Copée (26 January 1842- 23 May 
1908) was a French poet and novelist.

●  He wrote poetry, drama and novels, which 
were usually about poverty and patriotis. 

● He also wrote a number of short stories. 
● He enjoyed immense success in his lifetime.

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


 What can you do for your friend ?
What are the ways you can be of help to someone 
who has helped you? 
Do you think kindness can always be repaid? 
Think about these questions before we go on to 
the next slide. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


Read this story set in  wartime in  France in 1870 to find out 
how newly turned friends try to help each other with the 
purest of intentions.

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

Click here to listen to the audio of “A Piece of Bread” 

http://www.littlestardimapur.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EBfRA64GzU


~Duke Henri de Hardimont
~Jean-Victor

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


• Hardimont learnt the news that France had lost a battle at 
Reichshoffen.

• He enlisted himself in the regiment which protected the 
Cannon of Fort Bicetre.

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


The place that the young duke went to –
• Gloomy place 
• A road planted with clusters of broom  and broken up into 

muddy ruts, traversing the leprous fields of the neighborhood.
• on the border stood an abandoned tavern –Roof all torn by a 

shell and walls seemed whitewashed with blood. 
• Over all,  a wretched winter sky,heavy leaden clouds, unpleasant 

sky, angry and hateful. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


Hardimont felt hungry –
• From his knapsack he took out a piece of bread, after a few 

mouthfuls, he had enough of it;  the bread was hard and 
had a bitter taste. 

• In  a moment of impatience, the duke threw the rest of his 
bread into the mud… 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


• At the same moment a soldier (Jean-Victor) of the line came 
from the tavern, stooped and picked up the bread… wiped it 
with his sleeve and began to devour it eagerly. 

• The soldier gave a good appetite to the stale bread thrown 
away by Hardimont 

• Hardimont was already ashamed of his action and was 
feeling pity for the poor man (Jean-Victor).

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


Appearance of Jean-Victor
• Tall, large young fellow, but badly 

made 
• Feverish eyes and a hospital 

beard 
• Thin,  his shoulder blades stood 

out beneath his well-worn cape. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


• Jean-Victor tried different works like chair mender, with 
masons, shop boy, floor polisher; at the age of eighteen, 
he enlisted in the army. 

• The piece of bread is pivotal to the story. 
• It is the piece of bread which brought them together 

defying social barriers or class. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


• The stale piece of bread thrown heedlessly away by 
Hardimont – this lead to a conversation and the two soldiers 
became friends…

• Hardimont offered Jean-Victor his ration of bread 
• Touched by his comrade’s kindness and generosity, he 

volunteered for the duty in place of Hardimont when the 
sergeant called duke’s name. 

• Jean-Victor met with a fatal end at the outpost-shot through 
the head with a bullet and died without a word. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


Summing up-
• The story also portrays their contrasting lifestyles as Duke de Hardimont 

belonged to an aristocratic class and he enjoyed all the luxurious of life 
whereas, Jean-Victor led a life of misery and hunger. 

• Jean-Victor acts as an enlightening figure in Hardimont’s life as he felt and 
realised the harsh realities of human life.

•  In the end, Jean-Victor is seen repaying the kindness of the duke when he 
sacrifice his life for a duty at the outpost in Hardimont’s place

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


• Duke de Hardimont also learned a great lesson about friendship, 
hardship, faithfulness and sacrifice which he will never forget. 

• Even after the death of Jean-Victor, when Hardimont saw a piece of 
bread in the street, he was reminded of him, their friendship and 
his tragic death. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


Now look at the questions in your textbook and try to answer as many as 
you can. (Page 16 onwards are textbook questions and answers and the 
same as those in the back of the lesson) 

Or you can go straight to the online quiz. Click Here. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxFhRPMejZ97AZc6TEtqR4BVIPvVvPqKHYcOpU74peUJSclA/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.littlestardimapur.com


A. Answer these questions in 30-40 words.
1. Why did the duke return to Paris? 

Ans.The duke returned to Paris in order to  enlisted himself in a regiment 
of the line out of the Spirit of patriotism as he had learned that France 
had lost a battle on French soil. 

2. Describe the place the young duke went to. 

Ans.  It was a gloomy place,  a road planted with clusters of broom,  and 
broken up into muddy ruts,  traversing the leprous fields of the 
neighborhood,  on the border stood an abandoned tavern,  a tavern with 
arbours, where the soldiers had established their post. Over all a 
wretched winter sky,  angry and hateful. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

Exercises 

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


3. What was the duke’s state of mind as he stood at the door 
of the tavern? 

Ans. As the young duke stood at the door of the tavern, he was 
motionless like a defeated soldier and with his sad thoughts and 
sorrowful eyes looked towards a line of hills, lost in the fog.

4. What thoughts crossed the duke’s mind while having the 
hard bread?

Ans.  While having the hard bread,  the duke remembered his 
former breakfasts when he could seat himself by a widow on the 
ground floor of the Café Anglais and be served with a cutlet or 
buttered eggs with asparagus tips. 



5. What happened when the duke threw away the rest of his 
bread into the mud? 

Ans. When the duke threw away the rest of his bread into the 
mud,  a soldier of the line came from the tavern, stooped and 
picked up the bread,  drew back a few steps, wiped it with his 
sleeve and began to devour it eagerly. 

6. Describe the appearance of the hungry soldier. 

Ans. The hungry soldier was Jean-Victor, a tall,  large young 
fellow, but badly made; with feverish eyes and a hospital beard. 
He was so thin that his shoulder blades stood out beneath his 
well-worn cape. He had a hungry, wolf-like teeth,  as white as 
his sickly face. More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


7. Why did the soldier find his dismissal ‘worse’? 

Ans. The soldier found his dismissal ‘worse ‘ because he 
would once again be devoured with hunger.  He liked his stay 
in the ambulance and in the infirmary as he was given horse 
meat soup.

8. Whom does the soldier remember fondly from his 
childhood days and why? 

Ans. The soldier remembers fondly a kind sister from his 
childhood days who took care of the orphans at the asylum. 
The soldier was her favourite as she used to drew him to her 
side and lay her warm thin hand on his forehead. 



9. Why did Jean-Victor decide to take the duke’s duty? 

Ans. Jean-Victor decided to take the duke’s duty as he was sleeping soundly 
without hearing his name being called out by the sergeant. Also,  Jean-Victor was 
touched by the kindness of his comrade and so to pay him back his kind gesture he 
went in place of the duke. 

10. What end did Jean-Victor meet with? 

Ans. Jean-Victor went for the duty in place of the duke and met with a fatal 
accident. He was shot through the head with a bullet and died without a word.

11. Why do you think the duke’s voice ‘trembled slightly’ while talking to 
Monsieur de Saulnes? 

Ans.  The duke’s voice ‘trembled slightly ‘ while talking to Monsieur de Saulnes as 
the piece of bread that he found on the street reminded him of Jean-Victor, who 
sacrificed his life for him. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


B. Think and answer in 100-120 words. 

1. What do you think of the duke? Write his character sketch expressing your 
views. 

Ans. Henri de Hardimont was a patriotic man. He was filled with anger when he read 
that France had lost a battle on French soil so he enlisted himself ona regiment of 
the line  in order to defend his country. Hardimont was a compassionate man who 
was touched  when he saw Jean-Victor eat the stale piece  of bread that he had 
thrown away.  He was ashamed of his action and he reproached himself.  Hardimont 
was not a proud man and so he did not mention his title to his comrade.  Though he 
was a duke and lived a luxurious life,  he had a kind heart and was moved when he 
heard Jean-Victor’s terrible life story. Through his story Hardimont realized that 
there are people in this world who are poor and hungry. Being a generous man,  he 
offered Jean-Victor half his ration of bread.  He was also a grateful and loyal person. 
He mourned for the death of his comrade who died in his place and never forgot the 
kind deed that Jean-Victor did for him. Thus, he was a man who greatly  valued 
friendship and humanity. More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


2. What kind of a person was Jean-Victor ñ what does his act of 
volunteering in place of the duke tell you about him? 

Ans. Jean-Victor’s life story speaks volumes about his character. He was 
a foundling who grew up in an orphanage. He was taken care by a kind 
sister, where he learnt all good moral values. He was a hard working 
person who struggled to survive.  He did petty jobs such as an apprentice 
to a  chair mender,  shop boy,  floor polisher ,etc. He was always hungry 
as he never get much to eat. However,  despite being poor and hungry 
all the time,  he never stole.  He was a resourceful man who tried to 
make the most of his situation,  he would pick up pieces of bread from 
the streets and eat it or soak it overnight  before consuming it.  Being an 
honest man,  he never stole and enlisted when he was eighteen. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


Jean-Victor volunteered for the duty in place of the duke 
because he was touched by the duke's kindness and generosity.  
This tells us that he was a grateful man and he wanted to repay 
the duke for his kind act. All throughout his life,  he was not 
counted by anyone but his death left a permanent mark in the 
duke’s life and even to the readers.  He was kind, loyal and an 
example who lead a sacrificing life.  Jean-Victor paid the price 
of gratitude through his life. 



3. ‘A Piece of Bread ‘ is a story of the bond between a duke and a 
soldier. Justify the title. 

Ans. The title ‘A Piece of Bread ‘ is justified as the bread plays a pivotal 
role in this story. The writer has masterly crafted the story with the 
simple co-incidence of a piece of bread thrown heedlessly away by the 
duke. It was a piece of bread that brought the two characters together. 
Although they belonged to the different stratums of life, they were 
brought together by some circumstances  which led them to share a 
mutual bond through the piece of bread. The story also portrays their 
contrasting lifestyles as duke de Hardimont belonged to an aristocratic 
class and he enjoyed all the luxurious of life whereas, Jean-Victor led a 
life of misery and hunger. Jean-Victor act as an enlightening figure in 
Hardimont’s life as he felt and realised the harsh realities of human 
life. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


But in the end,  Jean-Victor is seen repaying the kindness of the duke 
when he sacrifice his life for a duty at the outpost in Hardimont’s 
place. Duke de Hardimont also learned a great lesson about friendship, 
hardship, faithfulness and sacrifice which he will never forget . Even 
after the death of Jean-Victor, when Hardimont saw a piece of bread in 
the street,  he was reminded of him, their friendship and his tragic 
death. 

More resources available at www.littlestardimapur.com

http://www.littlestardimapur.com


6. Who was Count de Saulnes? 
a.  A soldier 
b. A friend  and neighbour of Duke de Hardimont 
c. A friend of Jean-Victor 

7. Who took care of Jean-Victor when he was at the asylum? 
a.  A kind Father
b. A kind Sister 
c. A kind master

8. What was the name of the regiment in which the duke enlisted? 
a.  Part of Paris’ corps
b. Part of Vinoy's corps
c. Part of Reichshoffen’s corps



9. For how long did Jean-Victor serve the miser Master and mistress in 
Fauboug Saint-Jacques? 
a.  Two years
b. Three years 
c. Four years 

10. ‘Do not laugh, my friend, it offends me.’ Who is ‘ my friend ‘ 
referring to. 
a. Duke de Hardimont 
b. Jean-Victor 
c. Count de Saulnes 



MCQ Answers:

1. Aix in Savoy (b) 
2. Duke de Hardimont (a) 
3. Omitting his title (a) 
4. 18 (b) 
5. All of the above (d) 
6. A friend and neighbour of Duke de Hardimont (b) 
7. A kind Sister (b) 
8. Part of Vinoy's corps (b) 
9. Three years(b)

10. Count de Saulnes (c)


